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I N  2 0 0 6 ,  S T E P H A N I E  N A S E  B E G A N  her search 
for a charming bungalow in Virginia-Highland 
before moving on to Inman Park and Candler 
Park. But she wasn’t having much luck in those 
well-known intown neighborhoods. “One day, I 
happened to drive across DeKalb Avenue from 
Candler Park into Kirkwood,” she says. “I had 
never heard of Kirkwood and was surprised 
to find this gem of a neighborhood.” The very 
next day, she snagged an early 1900s Craftsman 
bungalow. Among its architectural charms: 
vintage hardwood floors, built-in cabinets and 
wainscoting, high ceilings, and window seats.
 After living there for nine years and focusing 
on outdoor projects (see: her year-round 
garden on page 91), Stephanie decided to lighten 
up the interiors next. “The house began to feel 
too masculine and somber,” she says. “The paint 
was too dark for me, and so were the green gran-
ite countertops in the kitchen.”
 She decided to hire an interior designer—
which turned out to be much easier than finding 

the house. Stephanie first asked the owner of 
the vintage-furnishings store City Issue for a 
designer suggestion. Their recommendation: 
Perry Walter. When she posed the same question 
to the manager at Jonathan Adler at the Shops 
Buckhead Atlanta, Perry’s name came up again. 
While on the Kirkwood Tour of Homes, she 
asked a neighbor who had helped with deco-
rating decisions, and, once again, Perry was the 
man. “Perry seems to specialize in midcentury 
designs,” Stephanie says. “I’ve always loved mid-
century-modern furniture design, but I wasn’t 
sure if I could incorporate it in a Craftsman, so I 
needed someone to help me figure it out.”
 With Perry on board, the pair first lightened 
and united the overall house inside by painting 
walls shades of pale gray and white. The design-
er also worked with contractor Adam Wood of 
Ashwood Homes to freshen up the kitchen and 
baths, adding new countertops and tile. Then 
came the fun part: figuring out furniture place-
ment and adding colorful fabrics and window 

treatments with a modern bent. “Fortunately, 
Stephanie isn’t afraid of pattern or color and 
wanted to put a little pink and glam into her 
home along with the turquoise and greens,” 
Perry recalls.
 He played off midcentury furniture she 
already owned, reupholstering some and ac-
quiring new, complementary pieces. Perry also 
layered in modern furnishings from other eras 
to keep the look well-balanced and lighthearted. 
Patterned contemporary wall coverings and 
pillows brought in the spirit of the ’50s and ’60s; 
a retro-looking wallpaper by Cole & Son covers 
the dining room ceiling, providing the kind of 
wow factor Stephanie wanted.
 The rich wood of the house used to be the 
main attraction, but now, it shares the spotlight 
with other visual treats. “I do love the wood 
tones and the overall aesthetic of the Craftsman 
bungalow,” Stephanie says. “And I feel like now, 
rather than compete, the vivid colors and lively 
patterns actually show off the wood.”

CRAFTSMAN ARCHITECTURE 
PROVIDES A WARM BACKDROP FOR THIS 
RETRO-MODERN KIRKWOOD COTTAGE 

B y  L I S A  M O W R Y

P h o t o g r a p h y  b y  J E F F  H E R R

Masterful
Mix

Rich wood cabinetry—some 
original, some added during a 
previous remodeling—benefits 
from light modern touches 
such as the white quartz 
countertop and ’50s-inspired 
fabric on the Roman shades. “I 
adore the original tall built-in 
cabinets,” says homeowner 
Stephanie Nase. 

At far right: “The ‘Beach Blue’ 
Big Chill fridge is another wow 
piece that people comment 
on,” Stephanie says.
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Stephanie spent her first decade in this Craftsman bungalow creating a lush 
garden. “I desperately wanted a cut-flower garden and flowering shrubs,” she 
says. “I wanted to include plants indigenous to this area and what might have 
been in a garden in the early 1900s.” Azaleas, hydrangeas, and camellias now 
grow alongside boxwoods for year-round greenery. She is able to pick daisies, 
daffodils, snap dragons, dahlias, and peonies, among many other flowers.

Original woodwork and built-in glass cabinets 
epitomize Craftsman-style warmth. Interior designer 
Perry Walter replaced dark green tile around the living 
room fireplace with gray stacked-stone as a contrast 
to the wood tones. Vintage armchairs are recovered in 
Kravet fabrics that evoke an older era. The coffee table 
is a reproduction of the iconic Noguchi design.

Interior designer 
Perry Walter 

and homeowner 
Stephanie Nase, 

a management 
consultant, here 

with miniature 
schnauzer Boris. 
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Right: “We found the 
pink and white Marimekko 

wallpaper, and then we 
decided to paint the 

bath vanity fuchsia to 
match,” Perry says.

Far right: A ’60s- 
inspired light fixture and 

vintage-looking fabrics in the 
master bedroom continue 

the nod to midcentury style, 
but the designer didn’t want 

the look to be all from one 
era. “The acrylic side tables in 
this bedroom modernize the 

look and add a touch of 
glam,” Perry says.

Far left: A blue ceiling and teal 
accent colors distinguish this 
guest bedroom.

Left: The whimsical Sanderson 
wallpaper is from the brand’s 
vintage collection. Stephanie 
reports that a previous owner saw 
this claw-foot tub discarded in a 
neighbor’s yard and purchased it.

“The sideboard in the dining room is a midcentury-modern reproduction,” Stephanie says. 
“I love the sleek Scandinavian design.” Once she purchased the vibrant pop-art print, it  
inspired the pair to use pops of pink elsewhere in the house—including in paint above the panel-
ing and in the classic Cole & Son Hicks Hexagon wallpaper on the ceiling.

“FORTUNATELY, STEPHANIE ISN’T 
AFRAID OF PATTERN OR COLOR AND 

WANTED TO PUT A LITTLE PINK AND 
GLAM INTO HER HOME ALONG WITH 

THE TURQUOISE AND GREENS.”
—PERRY WALTER

 RESOURCES   INTERIOR DESIGN 
Perry Walter, Allied ASID, Walter Studio,
walterstudioinc.com. For more information, 
turn to page 118.


